Summary of Delaware Valley Archivists Group November 2011 Meeting
The regular quarterly meeting of the Delaware Valley Archivists Group (DVAG), the professional archivists association for the greater Philadelphia area, was held November 30, 2011 at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. The theme of the meeting was Small Archival Repositories and Professional Archivists: Building a Community of Practice. The impetus for the theme was HSP’s current Hidden Collections Initiative for Pennsylvania Small Archival Repositories (HCI-PSAR) project, which is funded by a grant from the Mellon Foundation. There were 67 attendees.
HCI-PSAR Project Director Jack McCarthy gave a power point presentation that included an overview of the project and then focused on the archival collections of one of the participating small repositories, the Historical Society of Tacony. The Historical Society of Tacony’s collections are particularly rich and important and serve as a good example of the types of significant “hidden” materials held by small repositories. 
Following Mr. McCarthy’s presentation, Project Surveyors Celia Caust-Ellenbogen and Michael Gubicza gave a power point presentation that focused on the survey methodology and collections assessment work of the project. Following that, the attendees broke into groups to discuss ideas on how professional archivists and small repositories can work together. A number of useful ideas came out of these discussions. Perhaps most significantly, discussions began on forming a working group among DVAG, Philadelphia Area Consortium of Special Collections Libraries (PACSCL), the HCI-PSAR project, and Historical Society of Pennsylvania’s History Affiliates program to explore the professional archivists/small repositories partnership concept further. 
